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SUBJECT: Robert A. Maheu

Mr. Robert A. Maheu was born on 30 October 1917 ijn =
Haterville, Maine. He graduated ‘fron Holy Cross College in 1940
and is married with four children. He was exployed as a
Special Agent with the FBI from 1940 to 1947, and upon re-
‘signing from the Bureau, formed a private enterpriss doing
business as "Dairy Dream Products." This venture culminated
in baakruptcy in 1952. He then re-entered Government service
with the Small Business Adninistration in Washington, b. c.,
and was appointed Special Assistant to the Adainistrator with
the specific duty of Director of Security. In February of
1954, he-wasvforced~to:resign from SBA because of political
reasons, determined to be the result of backing the wrong

- ~political party in the election., He then se: up his own -
investigative organization known =as Robert A. Mahou Associates.

Mr. Maheu was recruited by the Office of Security in
March of 1954. ile was previously known to Mr. Robert H.
Cunningham (deceased) who Was, at that time, Chief, Special
Security Division, through their mutual employment by the
FBI. Cunninghan saw in Maheu a covert asset who could be
utilized by the Office in extremely sensitive cases. ‘With
the approval of the Director:xf&ecurity, Subject was offered
8 proposition wherein he was to receive $500.00 per month,
with the stipulation that he move into his own office and

that he be on call for any assigaments by the Otffice of
Secerity. He apreed to this and lmmediately took steps to
move out of his area, where he rented desk space in a suite .
occupied by Carmine S. Bellino, a former PBI agent and CPA.

In July of 1954, Maheu vwas engaged by “British shipping
interests” to check on Aristotle Onassis! activities while i
in the United States. This included technical coverags of
Onassis' New York office. -It was later learned that the
pPriscipal "British interest® was Stavros Hiarchus and thar
the uvitimate goal of this task was to scrap the Onassis/

Saudi 0il doal. Maheu tcok the job but conditioned his
acceptance with the fact that he would do nothing inimical

to the U. S. Govermnment. Any information developed of interest
to the United States was to be passed by iaheu to tiie appro-
priate Covernment agcncy.
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During this operation Maheu had his staff preparc a
paper citing dangers to U. S. gconomy and trade resulting

- fron the Onassis deal. Through contacts in FOA, Maheu

had Harold Stassen read this paper in the Hational Security
Council on 22 June 1954. During this same pericd Maheu
briefed Scott HcLeod, Assistant Secretary of State for
Security and Consular Affairs on the project. McLscod
agreed to furnish State commo and pouch facilitiss subject
to Joan Foster Dulles' approval. Additionally, Maheu
briefed J. Edgar Hoover and Vice President Nixon.

In August of 1954, Maheu advised this O0ffice of his rela-
tionship with Niarchus. XNEA Division was contacted =nd -
expressed interest in this matter. They were put in touch
with Maheu and furnished him a commo channel, a pouch system
and operational guidance. International litigation erupted
as a2 result of the Onassis/Niarchus matter, and as a result
of Niarchus claiming Goverament privilece in the case, the
Agency was subsequently identified as being the Government
agency involved. Files of this Office reflect extensive
correspondence furnished us by the Cffice of Geaeral Counsel
in 1956 regarding the Onassis matter.

Cn 16 August 1954 Subject was granted a covert security.
Clearance for utilization as an agent under Project TWIXT
in the Near East. On 30 August 1954 he was granted a sinilar
clearance to permit his use in the United States as a covert
associate under Proiect LPHIDDEN. In November of 1857, a
cable fronm indicated that Mr. Maheu had

- allegedly been involved in a violation of the Mamnn Act in
‘procuring and traasporting prostitutes for .
. during 'visit to the United

Mr. Maheu contactes tnis Office to advise that the allegations
were without foundation and stated that he would take steps
immediately to have his attorney sze that appropriate

lofficials would retract the charges. This was

subsequently done. Edward Bennett Williams acted as Mzheu's
lawyer in this matter. :

. In 1957 information was received indicating that during
President Sukarno's visit to Moscow in the fall of 1956, he was
introduced to a Soviet woman within the Kreamlirn. He had
an affair with her against the admonitions of his advisers.

It was reported that the Soviets took detailed films of the
affair and that a copy was sent to the PKI. In June of 1957
Al Ulmer and'Samuel Halpern, FE Division, contacted the
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irsctor of Security and outlined a projec*Awhcrcin they .
°n"15101°J a film bLeing made simulating this affair. It
was planned that clips from th’s £film would be iuserted in
a leaflet Ffor distribution throughout Southesast Asiz sug-
:es*lnﬂ that Suvkarno was compromlscd by the Soviets. Ir
July of 1957, Robert Maheu was given this assignment. He
utilized a trusted rale employee of this organization (since
deceased) and -his f£iance. Maheu after an intensive maka-up :
coursa, administered the nake-up to tie participants himself, i
utilizing available pictures and descriptions of the subjects :
as a guide. tie hitTed a studio where he was given detaliled ,
instruction on the use of the lights and camera. Vaen the . co
£ilm was taken, only Maheu and the two participaats were in 3
the studio. The project known as 'Happy Days,” wvas never
coapleted and the £ilm was not distributed.

3}

Files of this Offlce reflect that ur1rg the 19‘8 1358
period, FE Division was put in touch with 2iaheu by this X
Ofrlce for assistance in another oponhulou relaulnv to ’ i

resident Sukarno. This project was originated in M=y 13358 :
when FE Division initially contacted the Director of Security
and briefed him on the project knowa GS(LAa131AQ. Basically,
the project capitalized on President Sukarmo's Xknown weaXkness
for Caucasion women. Robert Maheu was given the 4551rnm=n* ;
to 1oc te a fena1e~ca1d1&anu. He advised toat a pro: ;
bt her atitorney and “man about town,"s 2
come up with a qualified woman. GENgEEREe was 1nyestlnapea with
«  favorable -results and given a CSA on 2 July 1958 but was not
nage wlttlno of CIA 1nterest. The female candidate was
Skt s , well-to-do widow, approximatel
35 years of ag re51dent O L R > c0ﬁ51dered to be . ;
highly 1n’e;11gent and ex;remhly attractive; In August of I
1958, the Project HARPSTAR plan was concurred im by the COPS

and the DCI. _ i

-

Rochoad

In Septﬂmber of 1953, dMaheu and James 0'Conn nell, of this
Cffice, nmet with PHgEies in Nev York City. :ﬁww%;ﬁl was
briefed on Agency 1nteresL in the matter. Later in September
Mahesu met with HES 9o in MNew York City uade his true

name and told her of governmnental interest. naw
taheu's true ideatity having besny introduced to bln soc1ally

avela

by g™ On the same day (23 SPpFemaer 1358), &

was nt:olu’ed to Joseph Snith, FEL Bivision (5"05n to bota

i
: and Maheu as Joseph Slds) aﬁgﬂﬁhwaa briefed on the }
assignment, -indicated that she understood exactly what was . %

(2]
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expected of her and stated that shs could leave the country
in 45 days. On 24 September 1955 “Sims again met wita |

i at which time she was told she would be acceapanied by
2 female traveling companiocs, Hogarth (actually
FE Division;. wmgeeewas told that Yifogzarth"

would ostensibly be her secrstary but would be, in fact,
the person she would look to for direction.

Records of this Officé do not reflect any of the
activities of¢@ew during the course of her mission. It
is known that she did peect Sukarno, but due to unfortunate
tizing that kad hin leaving his country on official business,
she had little time to cultivate hirn. Conseqguently, the
purpose of the nission was not felfilled, The last kaown
contactm had with the Agency was in the form of a tele-
phone call on 12 April 1961 when she called on a sterile line
and talked ta Mr. Hugh Tovar, who. she knew.zs George lienry.
She advissd that one giliiitpes % -had asted her to Sive a
party for President Sukarno who would be in Los Angeles on
21 April 1561. wanted to know vhether the Ageacy was
interested in sponsoring this party. A negative response
was given. .

In June of 1959, a covert security approval was Aissued
fcr the use of Maheu by 10 Division in oxder for hin to b=
approached 2nd advised of Agency interest in Interuational
Labor. Files of this Office do not reflect whather or not
this was done. On 7 Cctober 13959 a covert security approval

N was granted for Mr. Maheu'’s use in the United States. The
request for anproval indicated that Subject might be employed.
by the te handle ' public relations ia
the United States. Mr. Maheu's later involvemeant i ¥
curerpsnt of feminine companionshiv for

in Attachment A.

In August of 1869, Richard M. Bissell, the then DD/P
contacted the Direczor of Secuzity regarding the Roselli
m2tter. Details concerning this are set forth ia Attachzent B.

In 1966 information was received by the Agency indicating
that the Senate Administrative Practices Subcoanittee, under
the chairmanship of Senator Edward V. Long, had advissd Mahou
that his testinony was dosired concerning his relationshin

with Onassis, Savros Niarchos, Sam Gizacana znd B

The Subcommittee interest was invasion of privacy anid
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particularly the use of audio devices by private investigzators.
In July of 1966, Senstor long was alerted to the fzct that

ct tr

the Agency had had sensitive operationzl centacts with Mahen.
Scnator Long was told that the Agnncy had vsed Maheu over
the years on a number of occasions but that he had never

‘been asked to engage in any wiretapping and had never

eagaged in any such activities on our behalf., Office of
Security files do not indicate whether or no; Mahen did
appear before this Subcommittee, although it appsars that
he 2id not,

In January of 1871, in light of the involvemant of
djaheu in a suit be*weyn etacutlves of the Hughes Company
and #aheu, the Director of Sscurity recommended to the DCI
that all existing clesarances with Haheu and Associates be

texrminated. The BCI concurred in this recommandation.

Files of this Office reflect that :ubject S company,
Mahen and Associates, cooperated with the Ageancy in supporting
the activitiss of an LPGLOBE agent,
in Ecuador.

A memorandum £from the Chief, Central Cover Staff to
hae Inspeator General dated 1) Cctober 1973, delineztes the
relat1,“5ﬁ1 betwesan CCS and uobe*t Maheu and Asscciates,

Information regarding ths possibility that Sudbject was
invelved in a lezk of information concerning a sensitive
DD/SET Special Projects Staff project is set forth in
Attachnoent C.

Sabject S son Peter Robart Maheu was a staff emplayee
of the Arency and of this Office from 1963 to 189i. Ho was
a.clerical employes. In February of 1969, Peter aheu

was granted a covert security approval as an eaployee of

Mahen and Associates for use os Project QXKENCHANT.

r
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SUBJECT: Robert Maheun - __’.[ncident- -

.

1. Ir cornection with the /\J _ . <
: th o r
UITICE® Of S&CUTily was Teques ted to render special support. .. - o
. . Curing the Los Angeles and Mew York phases ‘0f the tour. - <

Accnliizo_tn_ltié_‘nlmnﬂ_)‘iﬁrsg Norman Paul, Fred Lay?3sh i
“arnd ‘'was especially desirous of |
female coapanionship doring his Los Angeles v:.s:rt\ and it .
was requested thot arpropriate arrangements te mnade through
2.-con '—a?lad source oi the O0ffice in ordsy to assure a

satisf ed 'ns::.z. . ‘ .

H

£

[

2. On. 3 nnr.:.l 1959 Mr. ‘Robert "«{aheu, a cleared Oxrfice
ef Secx,r:'.ty contact, was askad to arrange a party for -
at Los Angeles,. Call ornia. This was done. by B
Hr. Mahew througn Mr. @8 ~ Mr. JOOmmymEE is = s
PromRinent- HeEm at;.or':vy ..nd gt fisure pre- - L s :
v:ou;.vr gv-..m_ed a covert security approval for nsse Df FE ‘ - .
Trrange me“-, dt_rino x.he courss of this . . .
EEISTEERO | pﬂrt“- . o ;
tine screem and s aoe actress. : of Xing RS %
stay in Los Angeles, s he -
: ~and ¥Miss GEIED Deczme intimate friends. IT was indicated -
. by ¥r. TaTrash; who was Integrated iato Lhagpartj,
T . " l.that desired to continue his frieadship with _
Hiss and zaat he wished i¢ meet with her durisg his -~ - -, _
. stay in New York City - g

h o

™

[

3. ‘ﬂr‘rangenents..were.made to TenT tha
hone of & : gemx an Office of Security source, -~ "= .-
at Long neach Long Island for ‘the period] ' L
- Th2 hoame was to be used as a copnfidenti=l meeting
place ior Hiss €EEEE and| L the sans time \
Miss SEEERC was registeresd at the Hotel |
[ T street, New York City)
| |of Ei Paso, Texas. The publicity touchiaz on the !
znship had beccn nore uo;Ln‘ted S: Ec}(some,publicit}‘ b
n had been made of the % % background of Miss SRS %
\ Mr. LaTrash and) Miss > veTe transported E

-

homs on Long Isiand which was taXken over-as

oy
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the neeting vlace for| 'and Miss &EE. Lzter
the sa2ne day, by pre-arrangesent. two Department of State
Security -Agents, a| police ‘lievtenant a2ad a2 .
hired chauffeur arrived with L Miss GEEmm .
remained at. the site through | and
'visXted each evening and temained TOoF EZSout

four to five hou@s..

4. During the stay at the Long Beach site, s :
"discussed the publicity in the case at some lepgth with the -
Security representatives. - She spaculatad about the po
sources of certain persoral information that she fols
been dlzaked to the press. Additionally she spoke of h

eep feeling for -and commented on hoy CREEEEs
DRBEENY initially sougur mer out to serve as a party coa-
Panioa for| At the time she said she was uaclear
: as to just what Pant Mr. €SN wanted her to play. 1Im
: attempting to clarify his case dNr. CRBommey said, "I am . — ... -:

. employed by the CIALi" We want you to go te bed with hinm."
Miss €M said she rejected the Aroposal but. firally went

T resce. t is believed that Mr. Mahau was never intra-
duced to Miss UEEEE®, and as fer as can be deternined :
SEEErax ' fronted” for all arrangements. Offics of Security
investigation conducted variously from 25 May through i

17 September 1959 of CEEPNERDE r=flected o sudstantive
derogatory information regarding her. . .

to the party. She became quite taken wita land
found him to be nmost charming. - ;
- : 3. All personal comtacts by Security representatives
i} in this case= were under ztias acd "impliad | .
) affiiisticn. There "is no record or indigatiom im 2ny of ths -
fijes in this case that involves Robert Maheu by name off - -
ef
A

!
[ . W

<
4
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SUBJECT: Tha Johnny Roselli Matter S .-

- 1. In August of 1960 Mr. Richard Biss211 approached . L
the ther Dirsctor -of Security, Colonel Sheffield Edwards, =
to deterxmine if the Office of Security had any assets that
might assist in a2 sensitive mission requiring gangster-type. o
action. The mission target was Fidel Castro. Because of -
its extreme semsitivity, only = sm2ll group was knowledgeable )
of the project. The DCI was briefed and gave his approval.’
Colonel J. €. Xing, Chief, WH Division, was briefed, but all o
details ware concealed fron any of the JBIAVE officials. _ )
Certain TSD and Communications personnel participated in ’
the initial planning stages but were not witting of the. -
purpose o the mission. _ S T
"~ 2. Robert Maheu was contacted, briefed gensrally on
the praject, and requasted to ascertain if he could develop
2n entree into gangster elements. My, Maheu advised that he
had met oae Johnny Roselli on several occasions while Visiting
L2s Vegas. Maheu knew Roselli cnly casually zhrough clionts .
but had been givem te understand that Roselli.was a high - .
Tanking member of the "Syndicate” and ceatrolled 211 of the L
ice making machines on the Strip. Maheu was asked to : R
approach Roselli, who knew Mahsp as a personal relations -
executive handling domestic and foroign accounts. Maheu T
was to tell Roselli that he had receatly been obtained by a cli- -
eat who represanted several international business firms which.:
- were suffering heavy financial losses in-Cuba a2s a result of
Casiro's action. These fimms were convinced that Castro's
renoval was the answer to the problea and were willing to
pay a price of $150,000 for its successful accomplishment. R
It was to be made clear to Roselli thaz the United Szates Lo
Government was not and shounld not becong2 aware of this ) e
operation. S, : ' S e

3. The pitch was made to Roselli on 14 September 1950 l
a2t the Hilton Plaza Hotel, New York City. ¥r. James Q'Connell,
O0ffice of Security, was present during this meeting sad was -
identified to Roselli as an employae of Maheu. O'Connell "
actively served as Roselli's contact until May 1962 at which
time he phased out due to an overseas assignment. Roseili's

X
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initial reaction was to avoid getting involved, but through
_Maheu's persuasion he agreed to introduce him to a friend,
Sanm Gold.. Roselli made it clsar that he would not want
any money for his part, aad he believed that Gold would
feel the same Way. Heither of these individuals were. ever paid
out of Agency fpnds. =~ S RN .

-

4. Durirg the wesk of 25 September 1960, XHaheu was
introduced to Gold at the Fonrtainebleau Hotel, Miami Beach.
During this peeting Maheun also met 2a individual identified -
as "Joe™ who.was supposedly a courier 'eperating between o

-= », Havera and Miami.  Several weeks later Maheu saw photographs
- :of both of these individuszls im the Sunday Supplemental =~
Paragde, They were identified as Momo Salvatore Giancana
and Santos Trafficant. Both were on the list of the '
Attornsy General's tem most wanted men. Giancana was
described as the Chicago Chieftan of the Cosa Nostra and
successor to Al Capoane. Trafficant was identified as . the .
Cosa Nostra boss of Cuban cperations. Maheu callad this |
" Office immediately upon ascertaining this information.
- 5. +In discussing the possible methods 6f£ accomplishiny
the mission, Sam suggzssted that thsy not resort to firearms
“but that he be. furnished some type of potent pill that could
be placed in Castro's food or drink. Gold indicated that
he had a prospective nominee in the person of Juan Orts, a .
Cuban official who had been receiving kickback payments for - -
a2 gambling interest and who still had access to Castro and: . -
was still in 2 financial bird. - ; o

- 6. TSD was reguested to produce six pills of high--~ =~ -~
. Jethal content which were then delivered to Orta by “Joe.™ 0" ..
After several weeks of reporied z2trempts,.Orta apparently .. - .
got cold feet and asked out of the assignment. He suggested )
another candidate who made several attempts without success. ..
"Joe" then indicated that Dr. Aanthony Veropa, opns of the - -~ 7 -
principal officers in the Cuban exile junta, had become - =
disaffected with the apparent ineffectual progress of the . =
junta and was willing to handle the missioa through his.

own resources. Verona asked that he be given 310,000 for
organization expenses and reauested 31,000 vorth of communi-
cations s=quiprent. Dr. Verona's poteatial was.npever fully {
exploited as the nission was cancelled shorxtly after the -~ g
.Bay of Pigs épisode. Verona wzs advised the offsx was
withdrawn, and the pilis were retrieved. At the height of

.

.
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- RS | Gold asxed Manuu to put a bug in
iuuulﬁb room to determine -the extent of - w*th"
. - The technician involved ia the assignmgnt

was discovered in the procsss, arrested, and taken to *he
sherifi’s offlce for questioning. He called Maheu in the
presence of sheriff's personnel and informed him that ke o
had been detained. Subsequently, the Department of Justite=="" .
announced its 11tentlou to proszcute Maheu =zlong with the
tgchniciazn, "CA"7 February 1952 the Director of Security ' .
briefed the thean Attorney General Robert Xennedy on the circum-~ -
- " staxices leading up to Makeu's imvolvement in the dlr-tap. At

our r°quasL, Drosecuuion was dropped.

Cenia T1 Lay 1362 Mr. William Harvey tookX over as Roselll s '
case officer and it is not Xnown if he was used officially .
‘from that point om. It was subsequently learned from the -
¥B1 that Roselll had beea convictsd on six counts 1nvulv1nv N
1llaral entry into the United States some time during - -t
Hovezrexr 1967, "On 2 December 1568 Roselli along with four .
othﬁr 1nnividua‘s was coavicted of yonsn1racy to cheat .- .-
pembers of the Friar’s Club of $400,00C in 2 rigged gin - ’
~Tunmy . gare. Mro Harvey reported his contacts wluh Roselli
to this OI$’C° during Movember and Decszber of 1967 and R .

.. . January of 1963. Roselll was facing deportation at tnat N <.
tirze but felt that he would win an appeal-. - : L

_.’: . 8. On i7 Hovenber 1970 Hl. Maheu called James 0'Connell,- -

- '..Roselli’s first case officer, to advise that Maheu's attorn-y,}'f
Ed Morgan had received a call from Thomas Waddin, Roselli's - -
attorney, who stated -that ail avenuas of appeal had beemx ex- - |8
hausted and Roselli faced deportation: Waddin indicated that . :

. if someons did not intercede on Roselli's behalf, hez would :
make a complete expose of hils activity with the Agency. Omn
13 November 1970 Mr. Helms was briefed om this latest develop-
-~ ment and it was decided that the Agency would not in any way
" assist Roselli. Mahen was advised of the Agency's positiom . . -

- and was in complete agreement. - He statad that he was not PR
concexned about aay pudblicity as it affected him personzlly
should Roselli decide to tell 211. Subsequently Roselli or
somzcone on his behalf furnished Jack Anderson details of ths
opsration. Aunderson wrote two columns r2zarding this operation

s -
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on 13 January 1971 and 23 February 1971. Roselli was last _ :
known to be in the Federal Penitentiary in Seattle, ) ) ' :
Washington. A ) ' . . Tl .
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SUBJECT:_.Special‘Pfo}ects Staff Hatte: } -.“-"

1. On 25 June 1974 Hr. Paul Evans Secqrify Offic-r,:
Special Projecgs Staff, DD/SST, requested that Office of L
Security records be. checked regarding a Mr. James R. Phelan - -
and Mr. Wallace Turner.who were ooth of interest in conmection .
ylth-a sensi 1ve SPS a-tl?l*y. . . el

. A check of FBI and Of’1ce of Secu*zuy *ecorﬂs
1nd*ca*ed that Mr. Phelan had written an unfavorabvle -
article about the FB3I in 1965 which appeared in the- Satnrdzy
Evening Post. .Additionally Mr. Phelan testified as a defense . -
- witness in the €Clay Shav conspiracy trial on 26 February 1968.
- A review of Agency l.brary sources rerlected that Mr. Phelan . . ..
.had published a number of articles. Mr. Carl Duckett, DD/S&T "
has spectlat ed that Mr. Robert Maheu might have been t&e
source of Mr, Phelan’s informaticn. Several DD/S§T officers . . -
recalled that in approximately December of 1970 Mr. James R
D!Connell receivedé a telephone call from Mr. Maheu ia which. = .
3r. Maheu complained that the Agency had embarked on a.new,
- . project with the Howard Hughes o*ganlzaglon and had net- I
- - . gone through him.. A review of various articles by Mr. Phelan .. -
-indicated that he had written several stories concerning. - -
Maheut's defamation suit against Howard Hughes.. -In these ;_-j-l? .
..+ . .articles Phelan xeported variously that: Howard Hughes -. =~ '_: -~
- '“‘might have paid Robert Mzhem $520,000 & year because of . . i1 "
o Maheu's Central Intelligence Agency expertise; Mahsu . ~*"ﬂfﬂvf$g”
. reportedly claimed that one of his assigoments for Hughss § -
" was to get thes CIA to serve as a cover for the billionzire® s
. sctivities, 2 request which Maheu says he-refused to car*y_A-
out; -and Maheu claimed that Howard Kughes suggested that
’ﬂa“eu work out an arrangement waereby he or his organizatioxn
could becoxe a2 front for the CIA, another- suggestlon.ahlch

Maltem clalss he did not undertake. o T
oL T Ty

)




